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WIN PERIOD 
Small group work is an important time. Some children leave 

the room for WIN-What I Need. Others are in class practicing what 
they  need:  Phonics,  sight  words,  applying  reading  skills,  practicing 
math skills and number sense, reading with expression and fluency, all 
while  learning how to make smart choices and self-regulate behavior. 

Readers Workshop
Children in Room 104 have really grown as readers, applying their new 
skills in fiction reading. January ushered in our new unit in Teacher’s 
College: Learning about the World. Students are learning how to nav-
igate through non-fiction books and recognizing the importance of 
reading everything an author puts in the book in order to learn and 
make meaning. Non-fiction text features such as: BOLD WORDS, 
table of contents, index, glossary, captions, diagrams and labels are all 
included in non-fiction books to help the readers learn more. 

Writers Workshop
It was all about the “how to” book this month. Children 
learned the importance of being specific while writing pro-
cedural text—a form of non-fiction writing. Each student 
completed at least two “how-to” pieces. Some children really 
enjoyed  writing this kind of text. Next unit of study: All About 
Books-They will show their expertise in a subject of interest. 

Word Wall-Please continue to have your child practice his/
her flashcards for automaticity. Additionally, you can dictate the 
word to your child and have them practice the spelling. It is two 
different skills! The spelling test is not the true indicator of secure in 
the skill: Application within writing is much more meaningful! When 
your child write sentence, all word wall words should be spelled 
correctly.


IMPORTANT DATE: Valentine’s Day is right around the corner. 
As per the notice that went home, please have your child create 
a mailbox. You can use a shoebox, a paper bag, or maybe 
something I have not thought about. The only requirement is 
your child’s name must be VISIBLE on the container and it 
needs to have an opening for inserting Valentines. Please ad-
here to the no candy or food policy when making Valentines. 
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Math 
January was all about applying 
strategies to solve addition sen-
tences quickly. Not every strate-
gy will work for each child, but 
now their toolkit will include a 
way that works for them. We 
learned Counting On, Doubles, 
plus 1, and Make a 10. Students 
used these strategies to solve 
algebraic word problems with 
three addends. 

Science 
In Unit 2 we  learned about light and 
sound. Unit 3 is all about communi-
cation with light and sound. But the 
first questions is….What is communi-
cation? Communication is sending 
and receiving messages. We dis-
cussed many forms of communica-
tion and how communication tools 
have evolved over time. In order to 
communicate, both parties need to 
have the code. Students will be chal-
lenged to design a communication 
tool of their own using either light or 
sound at the end of the unit. 

Social Studies-January was 
all about social justice and conflict 
resolution. We read many books 
about how diversity is what makes 
our country so interesting. We creat-
ed a beautiful board called, “The 
Colors of Us.” We also completed 
many activities about how to solve 
conflict with love, not hate: right 
from the words of MLK. Each student 
created their self-portrait with a 
speech bubble for our board: We 
Can Make the World a Better Place. 
Every kind action can make the 
world better. Small actions and big 
actions-any action can help the 
world be a better place as evidenced 
by the words of 6 and 7 year olds. 
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